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Massive Ice Jams Scar Lewiston
Waterfront Throughout the Years

Over the years, Lewiston has had its share of
“natural disasters” -- namely, massive ice jams that
have clogged the Lower Niagara River, wiping out
homes and buildings. Ice jams have been recorded
since 1844. Margaret Robson, in her 1958 Under
the Mountain book, said, “The (ice jam) in 1844
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a was extremely disastrous,
crushing and sweeping away
nearly all the wharves and
docking facilities.” There have
been several destructive jams
since, most notably in 1909,
1936, 1938 and 1955. 1
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were buried in ice and all the poles and wires were torn
down. Above you can see a picture of ice that climbed
all the way up the embankment to the Cornell House
hotel, which is located where the Freedom Crossing
Monument is now on Water Street.
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The Historical Association of Lewiston hopes you
enjoy your visit to our historic and quaint village.
Mark your calendar for our next spectacular Lewiston
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